Final exam
Religious Studies MA

1. The Foundations and Methodology of the Academic Study of Religion
· The birth of Religious Studies as an independent discipline (the legacy of Max Müller).
· The differentia specifica of the academic study of religion compared to theology.
· The concept of "methodological agnosticism" and its practical application in research.
· The role, advantages, and challenges of interdisciplinary research in the social sciences and Religious Studies (with specific examples).
2. Defining and Conceptualizing Religion
· Essentialist vs. functionalist definitions of religion (with examples for each).
· Comparing the foundational concepts of religion in the works of William James (individual/experiential) and Émile Durkheim (social/institutional).
· Ninian Smart’s 7 dimensions of religion and their theoretical application to non-religious phenomena (e.g., nationalism or atheism).
3. Advanced Methodology and Epistemology in Religious Research
· The complexities of the emic/etic distinction and the limits of the insider/outsider debate in fieldwork.
· Methodological agnosticism in contemporary qualitative and quantitative research.
· Ethical considerations, reflexivity, and the researcher's positionality in the academic study of religion.
4. Secularization, Pluralism, and the Post-Secular Landscape 
· The evolution of Peter L. Berger’s sociological framework: from the secularization thesis to the theory of religious pluralism.
· The dynamics of relativism, fundamentalism, and the political management of pluralism.
· José Casanova's thesis on the "deprivatization" of religion and contemporary debates on secularism.
· Defining "irreligion": concepts and contemporary examples.
5. Evolutionary, Prehistoric, and Ancient Religions
· James George Frazer’s concept of cultural evolution and its legacy.
· The significance of Göbekli Tepe in the history of religions.
· The role, function, and sociology of priesthood in antiquity.
· Angelo Brelich and the methodological contributions of the Roman School of History of Religions.
6. Religion, Art, and Mysticism
· Erwin Panofsky’s theory on the structural connections between Gothic architecture and scholasticism.
· Typologies of devotion: Christian female mysticism (Hildegard von Bingen) and Bhakti traditions (Mirabai).
7. Colonialism, Orientalism, and Indigenous Religions
· The religions of the Pre-Columbian Americas: characteristics and cosmological structures.
· The application of postcolonialism and orientalism as critical frameworks for understanding contemporary religious phenomena and historical narratives.
8. Religion, Political Identity, and the Sacralization of Politics
· The theoretical concept of "politics as religion," the analysis of secular ideologies adopting religious frameworks. Rogers Brubaker’s concept of "Christianism" (identitarian belonging), E. Gentile: Politics as Religion.
· The role of rewriting history and re-appropriating mnemonic space (e.g., Hagia Sophia, the Hinduization of public spaces), the delegitimization of secular constitutional orders, and the exclusionary dynamics of the categories of "the people" and "citizen" in the populist discourses of India, Turkey, and Russia.

9.  New Religious Movements and Alternative Modernities
· The concept of classical sects in the sociology of religion (Max Weber, Richard Niebuhr)
· The emergence, sociology, and typology of new religious movements since the 1960s. (Eileen Barker)
· The shift from institutional structures toward alternative spiritualities in the modern era, as well as the defining characteristics of “new” religions.
10. Hermeneutics, Authority, and the Critical Study of Texts
· Moving beyond the historical identification of sacred texts to the historical-critical method and its contemporary critiques.
· The processes of canonization, translation, and interpretation as exercises of institutional power.
· Re-evaluating text-centric biases: the interplay between written canons, oral traditions, and lived religion.

