SZTE Department of Religious Studies
MA thesis formal and content requirements

For general information on the thesis see the Academic and Examination Regulations of the University of Szeged[footnoteRef:1], and the current special requirements of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.  [1:  https://u-szeged.hu/download.php?docID=96877] 


Formal requirements

The thesis is structured and formatted according to the following guidelines.

1. Title page 
See Annex 1 for guidelines. 

2. Table of contents 
Indicate main headings, subheadings and page numbers.

3. Main text 
Length of the main text: 
· minimum 80 000 characters main text including spaces, without appendix
· maximum 160 000 characters including spaces and appendix
Formatting is as follows: 
- Times New Roman font
- 12-point font size
- 1,5 line spacing
- Use justified margins
- Margins: top and bottom 2,5 cm, left margin 3 cm, right margin 2 cm
- Page numbering is continuous, at the bottom of the page, on the right-hand side.
- See Annex 2 for a formatting sample

4. References 
Consistent use of footnotes or in-text citation according to APA or Chicago citation style.
Formatting of footnotes:
- Times New Roman font
- 10-point font size
- 1.0 line spacing
- Use justified margins

5. Bibliography 
APA or Chicago citation style. For current guidelines see:
https://apastyle.apa.org/ 
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html 
6. Plagiarism declaration
According to the current regulations of the University of Szeged, students are required to include a signed plagiarism declaration in their thesis.


Content requirements

The content of the thesis must meet the general requirements for academic writing. The topic of the essay, the theories, literature and the methods used should reflect the characteristics of religious studies. The specificities of the disciplinary criteria will be ensured through consultation with the supervisor.
The thesis should include an introduction of approximately 2 pages (depending on the length of the thesis), in which the student briefly describes the topic of the thesis, its hypothesis, its main objectives, the structure of their presentation and the research methods used.
The discussion of the thesis shall include a coherent presentation of the objectives with critical analysis and, where possible, independent insights. The thesis writer should aim to keep chapters and sub-chapters of proportionate length. 
The main text should end with a conclusion in which the student refers to their hypothesis, summarizes the main conclusions and results of the thesis and, where relevant, the topic and directions for further research.
In addition, precise information on the content requirements is provided in the thesis evaluation criteria (see Annex 3.)
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Annex 2. 

Chapter title
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